
Jobs at EcoGover
A MANUI.ACTURING plant
unique in Australia witl soon be
calling Coffs Harbour home.

Coffs Harbour Challenge will
later ihis year tak€ deliverv of
the equipment needed to make
Ococover, a pat€nted mulch mat
made from recycted paper.

Th€ $2 million project is expec-
ted to provide employm€nt for as

Coffs Harbour Challenge gener-
al  manager,  Ian Wade. said a
$522.500 Fed€ral  covernment
gant had helped to finalise the
purchase and installation of the
plant at the firm's Keona Circuit
complex.
, "We hope to be producing Eco-
Lover mutch matt ing before the
end or the year," he said_

The 30 metre long manufactur-
ing plant could well be the firsi
produciion plant outside New Zea-
land. One is also earmarked for
Califomia.

"Ecocover is an ideal replace-
ment for black plastic that peopl€
use in their gard€ns. It degrades
and rs easy t6 use." Mr Wade
said.

"The product also has excellent
moisture retention properties that
will hclp with water nanagement
during the cur€nt drought period.

"University research has shown
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that Ecocover is a unique
Droduct. It is a world tust."

The process will us€ paper
lrom Cofls Harbour Challenge,s
secure document d€struction
seffic€ and other sourc€s.

"As wel l  as the project 's
cnvironmental beneffts in mak,
ing a product using material

removed fron the waste
stream and providing a viabte
aliernative to plastic, this pro
je{t will deliver a nurnber of
jobs for people wiih disabili
t ies, and provide an income
stream that will support Coffs
Harbour Challenge's programs
for full community participa-

tion, M. Wrdc sxirl
ovcr threc yclrs,  t lc  r r lu

lacturc of  l ico( l )v( ' r  wi l l  r f
mov€ an estimaied t200 louns
ol  paper f rom ihe wastf

I'or more information, con
tact Coffs Harbour Challenee
0n 6652 6066.


